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October 13, 2006

California Building Standards Commission
2525 Natomas Park Drive, Suite 130
Sacramento CA 85833

Reference: NEC Section 800.2 Definition

Honorable Commissioners:

The San Francisco Department of Building Inspection (SFDBI) and the San Frahclsco
Fire Department (SFFD) hereby petition the California Building Standards Commission
(CBSC) to amend the definition of “Communications Equipment” in the 2005 Edition of
NEC, Section 800.2, by striking out the following text: and including power eqmpment
(e. g dc converters, inverters and batteries).

PROPOSED CHANGE TO 2005 NFPA 70: NATIONAL ELECTRICAL CODE:
ARTICLE 800 Communication Circuits

1. General

Communications Equipment. The electronic equipment that performs the

telecommumca’uons operatlons for the transmlssmn of audic, video, and data-and
and technical

support equ1pment (e.g. computers) ,

SFDBI and SFFD consider electrical power equipment and related wiring systems in
central office facilities to be subject to the provisions of the adopted codes. The CEC
definition of Communications Equipment should not exempt communications utilities
operating in California from compliance with the minimum standards for electrical safety
established by the NEC. The NEC definition, if adopted as written, would allow
communications companies to claim that central office power equipment and related
wiring systems are exempt from electrical code jurisdiction, as provided in NEC Section

0.2 (B)(4) and CEC Section 89.4(D). First responders and service personnel should
know that electrical power equipment in such facilities is installed in accordance with the
adopted codes and safe operating procedures are being followed.

Your thoughtful consideration will be appreciated.
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